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INTERVIEWEE: Bruce Polone 
Interviewer: Dylan Bless 
Date: March 5th, 2009 
Location of Interview: Bruce’s Studio 
Research Assistant: Hanna Flagg 
Interview Series:  SUSTAINING NORTHWEST LANDSCAPES & COMMUNITIES 
Recording Equipment:  DIGITAL RECORDER (WINDOWS MEDIA AUDIO FILE) WITH AN 
              EXTERNAL, OMNIDIRECTIONAL MICROPHONE 
 
Time          Notes 
00:00 Intro 
00:10 How long have you been in the Portland area? 
00:20 How long have you been cutting stone? 
00:31 What was your original attraction to stone cutting? 
2:30 How much of your professional time has been spent in the death care industry? 
4:30  In that time, have you seen any changes in the death care industry leading towards 
sustainable practices? 
5:50 Stone business is essentially sustainable 
8:45 Burial aspect of sustainability 
9:15 What is your typical work day and work week like? 
12:17 Transaction of what customer wants 
14:38 Do you find that you’re using the terrazzo process within the death care part of your 
business? 
18:00 What are your thoughts on the green burial movement? Has it impacted your 
business at all? And if so in what particular ways? 
20:20  Religious/cultural burials 
21:30 Monument trade 
23:30 Going back to what originally got you into stone cutting, how are your views 
shaped by your experiences in the Vietnam War? 
27:48 If you saw a serious push towards sustainable death practices how do you see that 
affecting your business in the short run? The long run? 
29:20 Socially driven 
31:20 Smaller stones 
 
32:30 Where do you see the industry going now that we have so many many more people 
approaching the death age? 
34:06 Home birth relationship 
34:27 How would you like to see the death care industry change if at all? 
36:22 What do you find to be the most rewarding part of your job? 
38:40 Gift economy 
39:20 Do you have any closing remarks or insights you’d like to share that were not 
already asked or talked about? 
39:50 Restoration of historical cemeteries 
42:18 How much of your time do you dedicate to the restoration of historical cemeteries? 
45:33 End 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
